The institution functions with focus to creating dynamic understandings of gender, and has
instilled in its policies measures for gender sensitization. Gender sensitization is treated as a
basic requirement and initiatives are made to go beyond normalized understandings of gender,
rejecting traditional binaries, resulting in an inclusive campus. The policy of the institution
regarding gender equity and its promotion is implemented through the conduction of various
programmes in each academic year with focus on ensuring gender justice on campus, and
creating support structures. As an institution that caters to the educational needs to a large
number of women students, who are a majority on the campus, awareness programmes and
classes are provided, and a women-friendly campus is ensured by way of practices that guarantee
equal access to facilities, adopting proper measures for security at the same time. Significantly,
the institution also focuses on acknowledging gender as a component, along with caste/class in
academic and other discussions on social parameters, and highlights intesectionality.

The concepts of gender equity and justice require more than creating gender-just environment,
and it is important to sensitise the students to the needs and issues of gender and sexual
minorities. Our policy for gender inclusivity on campus offers scope for organising sensitization
programmes that would convey the concept of inclusive structures to the student community.
With this purpose, the institution has hosted events that articulate the rights of LGBTQI
communities, thereby declaring our stand on gender equity.

1. Gender Sensitisation Programmes

1.1 Awareness Classes/Programmes

1.Curtain Raiser of Queer Pride Kerala 2016



The curtain raiser event of Queer Pride Kerala 2016on 27" July, 2016 jointly organized
by students union is a benchmark of the institution’s inclusive policies. The seminar on
Gender Politics and resistances was inaugurated by queer activist Chinju. Manisha,
trnsgender activist and guest of the event spoke out her life and raised concerns about the
victimization that gender and sexual minorities are forced to put up with. Dileep R,
writer and assistant professor spoke on sexual politics and idendities in the context of
Kerala.

2. Session with Nalini Jameela and Beena

OHARMADANL I o
%M”%F%tw Pé.'.‘
'rwo.o.wNﬁTuoNALsEMNARON ENOE RS
NEGOTIATING SEXUAL DIFFERENGE |7, |
ETHICS OF THE PRESENT .o T

et o s



A conversation with Nalini Jameela, author and Sex workers’ Forum of Kerala leader and
Beena Anish, close associate of Sahayathrika, the platform for lesbians in Kerala was
organized by Department of English as part of the Two-day National Conference on
'‘Negotiating Sexual Difference: Ethics of the Present'. The topic of discussion was
“Whos Keralam?” moderated by Dileep R, Assistant Professor, Department. The
discussion centered on how sexual difference and embodied experience construct socio-

cultural identities.

3. "Pen Nadan''- Solo Drama demonstration by Santhosh Keezhattoor
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The solo demonstration by theatre and film artist Santhosh Keezhattoor is significant enough to
be considered a landmark in the history of Malayalam theatre. The demonstration is based on
the life and career of the theatre artist Ochira Velukkitti Aasan, who is one of the masters of
Malayalam theatre. His contributions to theater are noteworthy, particularly while considering
that he has played female roles. The demonstration by Keezhattor is a a capturing narrative of the
actor’s career, which also casts a shadow on the history of theatre in Kerala, and the (absence of)
space that women had in artistic spheres.

4. National Seminar on Women in Leadership organized by Women Cell on 20.02.2018.

5. Awareness class for Students on "Women Health and Hygiene" by Dr. Deepa,
Gynaecologist organised by Women cell
Dr. Deepa delivered a talk on Women’s health and hygiene as part of the activities of
the women’s cell during the year. Majority of the students being girls, an awareness
class on hygiene and health becomes necessary in ensuring the well being of the
students and creating opportunities for healthy development.

6. Awareness campaign on Menstrual Hygiene

1.2 Authors’ Lectures/ Interactions

1. Talk on 'Femininity and Expressions’ by KR Meera
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Malayalam Author and winner of the Kerala Sahitya Academy award for her Novel
Aarachar, K.R. Meera delivered a talk on ‘Femininity and Expressions’ as a part of
the presentation of K.V. Sudhakaran Award for Short Stories to writer V. M.
Devadas. Meera spoke on the contemporary need for sensitizing young boys to the
issues that women face, and pointed out at the irony of raising a generation of boys
who aren’t emotionally empowered, and are indifferent to the struggles of women,

even when we actualize women empowerment
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"”Victims or Survivors? When Women Speak about Sexual Violence”' by Rekha

Raj
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A session on "’Victims or Survivors? When Women Speak about Sexual Violence™
by Rekha Raj was organized by Department of Philosophy as part of the seminar
‘Understanding Subjectivities' on 13-09-2018. She opined that sexuality has nothing
to do with sexual assaults. It is purely an attempt to establish power dominance. Its

aim is to insult and put women in an inferior position.

3. Talk on “Excluded Gender in Caste and Class Analysis” by Dr. T. K. Anandi.

4. Talk on Understanding Caste in the GenderHistory of Kerala by Dr. K.M. Sheeba
1.3 Invited Lectures/ Talks

1. Lecture Series on " Athirthi Kadakkunna Vakkukal™

»
—
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In connection with International Women’s Day a lecture series was organized by the

Women’s Cell,

2. Talk on " Chinthavishtaya Seeta" by P. Pavithran organised by the department of
malayalam in collaboration with their alumni organisation , an interpretation of the

famous poem from womens' perspective



3. Invited Lecture on Feminist Theories of Film by Dr. A. Hariprasad, Associate
Professor, Department of Film Studies, , as part of Decalogue, a platform for film

discussions, lectures and screenings .

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
GOVT. BRENNEN COLLEGE PRESENTS

DECALOGUE
DIALOGUES ON CINEMA - 111

AN INVITED LECTURE

FILM THEORY AND

SCREEN THEORY

IDEOLOGY AND UNCONSCIOUS

»

DR. HARIPRASAD ATHANICKAL

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF FILM STUDIES EFL UNIVERSITY HYDERABAD

Monday, 04/02/2819. 1lam, Hindi Seminar Hall

4.Invited Lecture on Postmodern Feminism by Dr. Prasantha Kumar (Retd.) Director,
Indira Gandhi Centre for Gender Studies, SSUS, Kalady, in the Three-day Lecture series
as part of Centrum, a platform for invited lectures.






LECTURES:

06 FEB 2019

On Lacan (1:30pm to 3.30pm)
et
07 FEB 2019

Post Colonialism (Fanon, Said, Spivak.
Bhabha) 10:00am to 12:00pm

Postmodern Feminism
(L30pm to 3.30pm)

08 FEB 2019

ESSENTIAL TEHEORY

Ecocriticism (10am to 12pm)

Prof. Prasantha Kumar
DEPT OF ENGLISH -
PG F HOD Dept of English
GOVT BRENNEN COLLEGE Director, Indira Gandhi Centre for Gender Studies
INVITES YOU SSUS, Kalady

5. A session on 'Body and Moral agency' by Dr.LeninCC as part of the Lectures on

Applied Ethics' organised by Department of Phiosophy
6. Talk by Smitha Pannian, social activist and women writer of Kerala

7. Talk by Dr.Sindhu K V, social activist and Poet

1.4 Seminars/Workshops
1. Seminar on Negotiating Sexual Difference: Ethics of the Present

The two- day National Seminar on Negotiating Sexual Difference: Ethics of the Present
was organized by the PG Department of English and Research Centre on 13 and 15
December, 2018. is quite relevant in the contemporary context in which sexual
difference is one of the determining factors in constructing discourses with reference to
male subjectivity, and alienating non-male subjectivities from socio-cultural spaces. The
sessions of the seminar addressed the theoretical and socio-cultural aspects of sexual
difference in the light of global movements of resistance to various forms of exclusion.



The resource persons reflected on experience of exclusion, and raised discussions on how

sexual difference is perceived and understood in various contexts.

. BRENNEN COLLEGE, DHARMADAM, THALASSERY.
Pgo ggPART MENT OF ENGLISH& RESEARCH CENTRE |
TWO-DAY NATIONAL SENMINARON

NEGOTIATING SEXUAL DIFFERENGE

ETHICS OF THE PRESENT _ .

e e

PG.De e R
’“QMCOMTG —_— —

Since the topic of the seminar is highly relevant to the current socio-cultural climate in
Kerala, and India, the resource persons included academics and activists, who have been
engaging themselves in the debates on sexual difference with reference to some of the
recent issues that have led to social unrest in Kerala.

Dr. Deepa Sreenivas, Associate Professor, Centre for Women’s Studies, University of

Hyderabad, inaugurated the event and delivered the keynote




Dr. Arunlal Mokeri, Assistant Professor of English, Govt. College, Mokeri on “Post-
secular Kerala and the New Dialogues on Gender.” The talk addressed the
possibilities of a new dialogue on women in the light of certain post secularist conflicts in
Kerala. The session titled “Caste, Sexual Violence and ‘Progressive Spaces’:
Theorising Speak-Out Movement” by Praveena Thaali, Researcher, Centre for Human
Rights, University of Hyderabad. was based on the recent revelations of sexual violence
against women, discussed how even the seemingly progressive spaces exclude women.
Archana Padmini, Curator and Performing Artist, Malayalam Film Industry, and WCC
Member, deliverd a talk on “Reel and Real” The Space of Cinema and Normalised
Misogyny.” Archana spoke on how Malayalam film industry is highly misogynistic,
drawing on her experience as a female artist in the industry. Citing instances from
popular films, she pointed out how the narratives normalize misogyny. The audience
initiated discussions on the recent controversies in Malayalam industry, reflecting on how
the space of cinema is constructed on sexual difference. Leena Gita Reghunath,
Journalist and Former Editorial Manager at The Caravan addressed the audience on the
topic“Looking for Truth, Justice and Freedom: A Feminist Journey into
Journalism.” Leena shared her experience as a woman journalist with one of the leading
magazines in the country, and reflected on how she has been able to transcend the
boundaries of gender , in her journey that was quite rewarding. Dr. Nisha P.R., SSRC
Regional Research Fellow at the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa, University of the
Witwatersrand, deliverd the talk titled “Writing Women into History: Episodes from
Indian Circus.” She based the talk on her research experience in the history of Indian
circus, and spoke on how significant is the role that women artists perform in inscribing
circus into history. Dr. Anilkumar P. V, Assistant Professor of English, Govt. Victoria
College, Palakkad, delivered the valedictory address on the topic “The Arcana of the
Spiritual Body.” Citing the recent verdict on women entry into the Sabarimala Temple,
the speaker problematized the ways in which the female body is often conceived as

sexual and the male body as spiritual.



2. Demonstrations/Performances

2.1 "Malala"- Solo Drama demonstration by Niharika Mohan in Brennen solo drama

festival.
Narrating the life experiences and the globally identified resistance of Malala, the icon of
women power and the urge for knowledge, the performance highlighted women’s right

to education and liberty.

2.2 "The Presence of Women in Yakshagana and Folkarts"- A Demonstration

2.3 Dance Demonstration by Anita




Dissemination
As a reflection of the sensitivity shown by the whole institution towards gender , our
teachers have written popular books and articles and taken initiatives to organize quality

programmes outside the campus in this connection

From the author of the books
Political internat
& intimate Speakers




The Ascetic

& The Erotic

Despite his pathbreaking radicalism, Sree Narayana Guru considered
women'’s bodies defiling, and sensuality a hurdle to truth-seekers

Dileep Raj

him

with their mchmcma md voluptuous bodies.
(¥ logy of Guri's
practice to the Siddha tradition angue that

this s a feature common to that

We need to explore what historical
or textual limits prompts one o
project the finale body as an omi-
TIOUES Presence thal GISTUpEs the focus of the male seeker.
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Aluva sshram. Ashrams were spaces where men could
Risurely sit and chat and spend gueality time as friends.
One of the of I sthe
of such altesmiate spaces.

Lot us juxtapose this with the story of Sar

He foared that she might inform the Incident 1o Yati. “In
a flash he approached me and kissed me on my cheek,
and resoreed, BEnyway
me 10 Guaru, now sod this 100 to your 1ist of complaines’,”

Amma, who was almost a contemporary of Guru. She
100 wantod to hecoma 3 ssnyast &t one point of time and

lending a quality lifo as a knowledge secker In Guru’s
case. But If a woman tries to séand alone and pursue an
mmmumummqm
often amale in her lifo. K
nough to committing one’s 11 to reason and intellect
ncase of women!

The experionce narrated by Sugatha Pramod, a dis-

nand out of India stayed at Yatl's Gurukul ot different
periods,

hadies fromoccupying that subject K was the only famale Inhabimant in the

production s an embodied Women are per-  ashram at that point of tme.

cefved as distracting the knowing subjects’ (distant and One day she noticed that one of the residents was
corporeal body), inall institutions of smoking beedi secretly in the Kitchen.

Sanyasam 1S renunciation or
non-attachment and mystics are
dropouts who do not belonss 10 the
community in any definite sense.
But this withdrawal, as It has been
Pointed out by SOMe SCROIATS, Con
fers cortain ‘powers’ on sanyasis
which make their return to the
mundane world more effective. De-
spite thelr Intentions, this creates
an aura around them that makes

e, wamen got excluded. | am calling
1t & counter culture because Guru,
who 5 considered the founder of
modern Keria, Hved 8 LS ousido
the heteronormative spaces that
defined it. He had friendships with
every other male intellectual of his
time.

renunciation involves

cating something, It is not a
totaily devold of pleasure.
pleasure emerging out of Gu-
s friend circies s determined by
alimalenanmeof it Itisnotan

ship Guru had with Dr Palppuz both
would sit and alk for hours on is
sues of common interest at the

writes Nitya Ch Yatd was deoply dis
turbed by it. Atanother place Sugatha writes “Inoticed
that MWIWMINM Hespokeoas f Ina

Yatl who was more rasdical than any male inteflectual
of that time, could not imagine Sugsitha as his sucoessor
in Gurukula Why couldn’t he dream of a furure Guru-
kula Inhabited exciusively by women? So what opcion 1S
Jeft for 2 woman who leaves home and commits hersedf
completely toa 1ife devoted to knowledge seeking? What
1s the quality of 1ife that society allows to 4 woman who
pregers (o tread & lone path? Right from ashrams o unt-

versitios, o remainan
Mwmwmumm
to feel ashamed not for something they have done, but

just for what they are.
Recent developrments refated 102 nun, remind us how
mmuwxsmmm Even the socalled
inciuding ashrams are not different,
wmmsmmmm Informal
nesworks are no exception efther Consider the
famed get

women could enter It unless as excep

néns to the rule with ‘guest passes'.
ven the

have afforded to accommaodate more

than one Ajitha!

Cermain recent developments are
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throagh interventions 1ike Kiss

The ‘other bodies’
which Guru sought
halp from Lord Shiva contin.
ues (0 haunt even the New
Gen madicals.

The writer is

assisans professor,
deparmment of philosophy,
Government Brennen
Coliege. Thalassery
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Students’ Projects, Courses

As an extension and consolidation of the proactive stance taken by the college on gender
equity, Malayalam and Philosophy departments have included core courses on gender for
undergraduates and students in good numbers take up projects related to gender every

year.






